SWIMMING POOLS AND SPA-BATHS BY-LAWS

The Municipal Manager of the Municipality of Modimolle, in terms of section 13 of the Local Government; Municipal System Act, 2000 (Act 32 of 2000), read with section 162 of The Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996(Act 108 of 1996), publishes the Modimolle Local Municipality: Swimming Pools and Spa Baths By-laws which have been approved by the Municipal Council.
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1. Definitions

 In these By-laws, unless the context otherwise indicates –

"Municipality" means Modimolle Municipality;

“Municipal Council” means the Modimolle Municipal Council established in terms of section 12 of the Local Government: Municipal Structures Act, (Act No. 117 of 1998), as amended; 

“National Building Regulations and Building Standards Act” means National Building Regulations and Building Standards Act, 1977(Act No.  of 1977), as amended;

 “premises” means any land, building or structure.

2. Requirement for premises

(1) Separate change-rooms, shower and toilet facilities must be proved for each sex with easy access of the spa-bath and swimming pool and must be in accordance with the National Building Regulations and Building Standards Act.

(2) A swimming pool must be surrounded by an approved wall or fence as contemplated in the National Building Regulations and Building Standards Act.

(3) The surface of the floor area surrounding the spa-bath or swimming pool must be of an impervious, non-slip material.

(4) A suitable chemical gasmask must be provided at the chlorinator installation,

and if required by the health officer, an oxygen or air breathing apparatus must be provided. 

(5) An adequate number of refuse receptacles must be provided on the premises.

3. Duties of the Spa-bath keeper

 (a)
The premises must be kept in a safe, clean and sanitary condition and in good repair at all times.

(b) an approved, fully equipped first-aid box, clearly designated, property

maintained and kept in a prominent, easily accessible and protected positions must be provided.

(c) The spa-bath keeper must ensure that the water is purified, treated 

And maintained to an acceptable quality at all times when the spa-bath is in use.

(d) Equipment for testing the quality of the spa-bath water for pollution

And for disinfections must be provided and maintained in proper working order.

(e) The spa-bath keeper must be fully conversant with all routine tests to

be carried out and the interpretation of the results thereof.

(f) A daily operating record of the water quality must be maintained.

3. Duties of the swimming-pool keeper


(a)
the premises must be kept in a safe, clean and sanitary condition at all times.

(b) provide an approved fully equipped first-aid box, life-saving equipment

and resuscitation appliance clearly designated, properly maintained and kept in a prominent, easily accessible and protected position.

(c) The swimming-pool keeper must be qualified and proficient in life saving,

rendering first aid, use of the resuscitation appliance, the operation of the swimming pool and testing and maintain the safety of the water.

(d) The swimming-pool keepers must ensure that the water is purified, treated

and maintained to an acceptable quality at all times when the swimming pool is in use.

(e) Provide and maintain in proper working order equipment for testing the

quality of the swimming-pool water for pollution and disinfections.

(f) The swimming-pool keeper must be fully conversant with all routine tests

to be carried out and the interpretation of the results thereof.

(g) A daily operating record of the water quality must be maintained.

4. Water Supply


(a)
No water from a source other than water from the Municipality’s supply, must be used to clean, fill or maintain the level in a swimming-pool or spa-bath unless the environmental health officer has issued a certificate to the swimming-pool or spa-bath keeper, stating that such water is suitable for such use.

The environmental health officer must take samples of the swimming-pool or sp-bath water at intervals as he deems fit for the purpose of a chemical analysis or bacteriological examination, to an analyst authorised in terms of section 12 of the Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectants Act, 1972 (Act No. 54 of 1972)

5. Safety of water

Every spa-bath keeper and swimming-pool keeper must ensure that the water in the spa-bath or swimming pool complies with the following when it is in use-

(a) The water must be free from floating, suspended or settled debris or swimming organisms and the wall, floor, access ladders or steps and gutters must be free from slime and algae;

(b) The pH value of the water must be not less than 7 and not greater than 8;

(c) Where chlorine based disinfectants are used, minimum free available chlorine residual of 0,5 mg/1 with a maximum free available chlorine residual of 3 mg/1 must be maintained

(d) Where a disinfectant other than chlorine is used, the residual level must be equivalent in effect to the requirements of subsection (3).

(e) The total viable bacteriological count of any sample submitted for analysis in accordance with the acceptable methods must not exceed 100 organisms per ml of water

(f) Escherichia coli type 1 bacteria must not be present in any 100 ml of water; and

(g) Appropriate water quality testing equipment must be available and maintained.

6. Prohibition on the use of a swimming pool or spa-bath


(a)
If the water in the swimming-pool, or spa-bath when available for use, does not comply with the provisions  of section 5, and if, in the opinion of the environmental health officer, the use of such swimming-pool or spa-bath is not in the interest of public health, he or she may forthwith prohibit the use of such swimming-pool or spa-bath.

(b) A prohibition in terms of subsection (1) must remain in force until written

revocation thereof by the environmental health officer has been served upon the swimming pool or spa-bath keeper.

7. Right of Entry


(a)
The environmental health officer may at all reasonable times, when the swimming pool or spa-bath is available for use, enter any premises for the purpose of inspection and take samples of water as he may deem necessary for chemical or bacteriological examination or analysis.

8. Order and Behaviour

No person must-

(a) interfere with the spa-bath keeper, swimming-pool keeper or any official of Municipality in the execution of their duties;

(b) allow any dog or other pet belonging to him or her or under his care to enter or to remain within the premises;

(c) use any premises whilst knowingly or suspecting of suffering from any communicable or contagious disease; or

(d) urinate, defecate, spit or blow his nose in the spa-bath or swimming-pool.

REPEAL OF BY-LAWS
9. The provisions of any By-laws relating to swimming pools and spa-baths by the Municipality are repealed insofar as they relate to matters provided for in these By-laws.

9. Short title and commencement

These By-laws are called Swimming Pools and Spa Baths By-laws and will come into operation on a date fixed by the Municipal Council by notice in a Gazette.  

