CONTROL OF HANDLING OF FIRE EXTINGUISHING APPLIANCES
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Definitions

1.  In this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates-

“Chief Fire Officer” means the Chief officer designated as such by the council as well as any duly authorized officer;

“examining officer” means any officer of the fire department who has been duly authorized by the Chief Fire Officer to undertake the testing of applicants and inspections of fire appliances in terms of these By-laws;

“fire alarm system” means any system installed within a building and designed to automatically operate when subjected to a predetermined degree of heat or smoke density;

“fire equipment” means any first aid fire equipment other than portable fire extinguishers;

“local authority” means any local Municipality or a district Municipality constituted under the provisions of the Local Government:  Municipality Structures Act, 1998 (Act 117 of 1998);
“portable fire extinguisher” means any appliance which is designed to generate an internal pressure within a cylinder of sufficient force to eject its liquid, power, chemical or gas content when the appliance is inverted or a seal or valve within the appliance is broken or released manually;

“recharge” means to condition or recondition a portable fire extinguisher by placing within its cylinder sufficient liquid, power, chemical substance or gas, or combination of any of them, to render the appliance capable of use in the manner intended.

"test" means test for the issue of a certificate of competence.

Repairing, servicing and installation of fire appliances

2.
From and after the first day of the month following the month in which these By-laws are published, no fire equipment of portable fire extinguishers installed within a building or area, must be dismantled, recharged, disconnected, serviced or repaid and no new, serviced or repaired fire equipment or portable fire extinguishers must be installed, housed or placed in any building or are except by or under the control and supervision of the holder of a certificate of competence issued in terms of these By-laws.

Application for certificate of competence

3.
Every application for a certificate of competence must be submitted to the Chief Fire Officer on the form prescribed by the Council.

Application to be examined

4.
When so required by the Chief Fire Officer, every applicant for a certificate of competence must submit himself to a test at the fire department's headquarters and must, subject to the provisions of these By-laws, be issued with a certificate of competence in the form prescribed by the Council.

When Certificate of Competence is not to be issued

5.
An examining officer must not sanction the issue of a certificate of competence if, in his opinion the applicant-

(a)
does not possess a general knowledge of the construction and design of all types of portable fire extinguishers;

(b)
does not possess a satisfactory knowledge of the use to which the several types of equipment can most effectively be put; and

(c)
does not appear to be otherwise suitably qualified or competent to possess a certificate of competence in the interest of public safety.

Validity of certificate of competence

6.
Every certificate of competence once issued, must be valid only for the person mentioned thereon until cancelled or rescinded by the Chief Fire Officer, and such certificate is not transferable from one person to another.

Prohibition against disposal of condemned or unsafe fire appliances
7.
No person must sell, repair or trade in any fire equipment or any portable fire extinguisher which has been declared by the Chief Fire Officer to be unsafe or ineffective either by deterioration, design or construction, and the Chief Fire Officer must be empowered forthwith to render unusable or cause to the rendered unusable in such manner as he or she deems fit any such condemned equipment or extinguisher which is considered to be no longer usable or saleable as such.

Examination of fire appliances

8.
When in terms of any By-laws of the Council any portable extinguisher, fir equipment of the alarm system has been installed in any premises, the owner or occupier of the premises must cause such extinguisher, equipment or alarm system to be examined at least once every 12 months by a person in possession of a certificate of competence.

Report on conditions of appliances

9.
(1)
The person carrying out the examination of the appliance referred to in section 32 must cause on which the following must be written in ink, to be securely affixed to such appliances in a prominent position-

(a) the name of the person conducting the examination;

(b) the number of his certificate of competence;

(c) the date of the examination; and



(d)
the condition of the apparatus.

Restriction of removal, alteration and installation of fire appliances

10.
(1)
No portable fire extinguisher must be removed from any premises or area for servicing or repair, unless such appliances are temporarily replaced by similar serviceable equipment.


(2)
No fire department must be removed from any premises or area or rendered unserviceable without due notice in writing being given to the Chief Fire Officer.


(3)
No fire equipment must be installed, altered or added to without the authority of the Chief Fire Officer.

Portable fire extinguisher to be periodically pressure tested

11.
In addition to the examination of appliances in terms of section 32, every portable the extinguisher must be subjected, at least once every three years, to a pressure test by an apparatus approved by the Chief Fire officer.

Second-hand fire appliance to be approved by Chief fire officer

12.
No second-hand fire equipment or fire extinguisher must be placed or installed in any premises or area where it is required in terms of any By-laws, unless and until such equipment has been inspected and approved by the Chief Fire Officer.

Penalty

13.
Any person contravening any provision of this chapter is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction, to a prescribed fine.

Repeal of By-laws
13. The provisions of any By-law for the control of fire handling appliances

by the Municipality are repealed insofar as they relate to matters provided for in these By-laws but such provisions are not deemed to be repealed in respect of any By-law which has not been repealed and which is not contrary to these By-laws.

Short title

15.      
     These By-laws are called By-laws for Control of Fire Handling Appliances By-laws. 

