BY-LAWS FOR CONTROL OF ANIMALS

It is hereby notified in accordance with section 13 of the Local Government Municipal Systems Act, 2000 (Act No. 32 of 2000) that the Modimolle Municipal Council hereby published the By-laws for Control of Animals as set-out hereunder: -
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Definitions

1. In these By-laws, unless the context indicates otherwise:-

"animal" means any animals belonging to the animals kingdom;

"Municipality" means the Modimolle Municipal Council;

"parks board" means the Limpopo Parks Board;

Application 

2. (1) These By-laws must only apply within the area of jurisdiction of the Modimolle Municipality and in the event of any conflict between these By-laws and any Provincial or National Act or the Regulations the latter must prevail.

(2) If the Municipality does not have the services of a veterinarian at its disposal for any reason may use the services of an inspector from another agricultural authority or in private practice to exercise or execute the powers or duties of an inspector referred to in these By-laws

Animals not allowed in public places

3. (1) Animals must not be allowed in public places and no person who has control over animals must allow such animal to be in a public place.

(2) Should an animal be found at a public place, it must be regarded as a stray animal and must be dealt with in terms of these By-laws.

Surrender of stray wild animals to Parks Board

4. (1) Any sighting of an animal must be reported to the Municipality and the

Municipality must immediately report such sighting to the Limpopo Parks Boards.

Establishment and lease of Animal Pound
5. (1) The Municipality may for the purpose of these By-laws establish an animal pound and lease such pound to any person or body on the terms and conditions deemed fit by the Municipality.

(2) If a pound is leased to any person or body-

(a) the powers and duties set forth in these By-laws must be deemed to have been delegated to such person or body or to any authorised official in the employ of such person or body, as the case may be;

(b) such person or body must accept in the pound any animal seized for the purpose of impounding it and must thereafter dispose thereof in accordance with these By-laws;

(c) such person or body must be entitled to any fees as may be determined, in terms of these By-laws for an impounded animal and any amount derived from the sale of an impounded animal.

Pound master may recover expenses

6. (1) Any owner or manager of land on which there are animals and any owner in

respect of animals must, whether or not such owner or manager has obtained

advice regarding the health or any certificate of fitness or health of the animals in

terms of section 13(1)(c) of the Animals Diseases Act, 1984 (35 of 1984)-

(d) take with due observance all reasonable steps to prevent the infection of the animal disease, or parasite and the spreading thereof from the relevant land or animals, or which are necessary for the eradication of animal diseases and parasites on the land or in respect of the animals; and 

(e) whenever such animals:-

(i) have become or can reasonably be suspected of having become infected with any animal disease or parasite, apply in respect of such animals the prescribed treatment or any other treatment which may be deemed suitable and customary in the particular circumstances; and

(ii) have become or can reasonably be suspected of have become infected with any controlled animal disease, immediately report such incidence to the Municipality.

Disposal of straying animals
7. (1) Whenever an owner or manager of land finds among his or her animals, any

animal which he or she knows has strayed thereto or has been unlawfully removed

from its enclosure or which can reasonably be suspected of having so strayed or

been removed, he or she must-

(a) forthwith isolate such animal and report the finding of the animal to the Municipality or authorised officer; and

(b) detain the animal, and progeny or product thereof, in isolation, pending the decision of the authorised officer as to its disposal.

(2) The authorised officer may, after the presence of a stray animal is reported to

him or her agent-

(a) if-

(i) a person who claims ownership and proves that he is the owner of the animal submits, within two days after such report to the authorised officer, a written request to him for the restoration to the claimant of the animal, and reimburses the Municipality for any expenses incurred in connection with the animal within seven days after having been requested to do so; and

(ii) the authorised officer is of the opinion that the circumstances under which animal was found justifies such a restoration, direct that the animal and any such progeny or product thereof be restored to the owner.

direct that the person who found the stray animal takes it to a place as directed by the authorised officer for the performance of veterinary acts, or destroy it, or otherwise dispose of it in accordance with the instructions of the authorised officer;

dispose of it for the benefit of the Municipality.

Fences
8. (1)(a) The Municipality may for any controlled purpose or, in order to control in

connection therewith the movement, removal or transport of animals, erect permanent fences along, on or across public or private roads or along the boundaries of any land and temporary fences on or across any land, and may install gates, grids or other passages in any such fence.

(b) The Municipality must maintain fences erected and passages installed and may from time to time effect such alterations thereto as it may deem necessary.

(2) Any person who removes, or in any way damages a fence erected or a passage

installed by the Municipality in terms of subsection (1)(a) is guilty of an offence.

Penalties 

9. (1) Any person contravening or failing to comply with any provision of these By-

laws is guilty of an offence and liable, on conviction, to a fine or in default of

payment, to imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months, or to both such fine and such imprisonment.

Short title and commencement

10. (1) These By-laws are called By-laws for Control of Animals and will come

into effect after being published in the Provincial Gazette.

